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Researched Essay Assignment Sheet (Literacy Inquiry) 
15% of Semester Grade 

P.A.F.  
 

Purpose: Answer a question concerning literacy that is relevant to you and your 
classmates using primary and secondary research. Your answer will be exploratory, 
meaning you don’t have a complete answer, but it should also be argumentative, meaning 
you have an opinion based on what you have discovered. 
Audience: Fellow Comp students (the people sitting next to you) who will benefit  from 
your research, yourself and your instructor. 
Form: Discussion Board post (public) 
 
 

Assignment Requirements  

Student will: 

1. Write a research-based essay which demonstrates an understanding and persuades 
the reader about the essay topic. 

2. Write according to length and format instructions: 500-800 words, double spaced 
with 1-inch margins, and typed in 12pt. font Times New Roman, and MLA Style. 

3. Conduct research using library catalog and databases. 
4. Employ a variety of 3 acceptable secondary sources: a journal article (if you don’t 

know how to find one, watch how to do that here), a chapter from a scholarly book, 
etc.) 

5. Conduct primary research (this is research that you conduct and gather yourself 
(e.g. a survey, a study, an interview, etc.) 

6. Document research sources according to MLA standards. 
7. Actively engage in peer-review sessions and use peers’ feedback, together with my 

comments to revise essay. 
8. Thoughtfully incorporate rhetorical appeals (ethos, pathos, logos). 
9. Only use a total of 4 quotations that do not exceed 4 typed lines in length (the rest of 

your research should be paraphrase or summary). 
10. Apply Edited American English 
11. Submit final draft in a properly formatted MS Word document to Blackboard by the 

scheduled due date. 
 
 

Instructor Prompt: 
 
In a well-developed multi-paragraph essay, argue and support your position regarding 
a question you have about reading and writing (literacy): how/ why we read; how/ why 
we write; language, speaking, learning. Build on your Essay #1: Literacy Autobiography, 
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and pursue a question regarding literacy studies that interests you, engage in effective 
library research, and argue your side of the issue using various rhetorical strategies.  
Example topics: 
● How effective is writing as a form of therapy?  
● Has the Internet changed our reading  and writing habits for the worse?  
● How do people use Snapchat  as a rhetorical tool? 
● What is the relationship between videogames and literacy? 
● How do teachers select readings in English classrooms, and are they effective for 

student learning? 
● What effects does the incorporation of technology in the writing classroom have on 

the quality of student writing? 
 

Also keep in mind the following guidelines: 
● The issue should be relevant and current. 
● The issue should stir debate, and not simply be answered in a “yes” or “no” 

response. 
● The issue should have adequate research for you to read and consider to make your 

conclusions and support your thesis.  
● To help you get started, think of some topics that interested you when you were 

writing your Essay #1: Literacy Autobiography. It may be extremely helpful for you 
to choose an idea that came up in Essay #1, as you will continue to understand your 
own literacy and you may be able to use sections of that paper in this one. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


